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According to the Mississippl Agriculiural Siatistics Service, there were 6.6 days suitable for fieldwork for the
week ending May 18, 1996, The main farming activities for the week inclided planting cotton, rice, sorghum
and soybeans. Dry weather allowed farmers to make progress in the planting of crops during the week. Soil
maisture conditiorns are short o very short in some areas of the state, Herbicide residue from previous crops are
causing developement problems in some corn, The warmer weather has improved pastre conditions, but the lack
of adequate moisture has slowed the growth of grasses. Soil moisture is 9 percent very short, 51 percent shott,
and 40 percent adequate.

Progress in Percentages Conditions in Percentages
ltem Event ,\I,Z:’k Jﬁfk 1995 Z;{; \;g;t Poor| Fair (Good! Excellent
Planted 100 99 a9 88
Corn Emerged oo | o5 |o6 |3 || 21 |%® % °
Cotton Planted 88 85 87 73 0 2 19 57 99
Emerged 91 58 73 57
fice Planted 98 a3 a8 74 5 5 - 57 18
Emerged 84 78 89 B2
Planted 89 73 84 67
Sorghum Emerged 7a 5a iy P ] 3 19 81 17
Planted 76 50 48 28
Soybeans E—— oy 38 p 51 0 4 17 A 8
Wheat Heading 100 99 1100 59
Mature 37 28 28 31 0 2 25 59 14
Hay {Cool Season) | Harvested 63 43 28 - - - - - -
Hay {Warm Season) | Harvested 5 - 1 14 35 45 5
Peanuts Planted 91 67 | 89 53 0 2 3 86 4
Swaet potaices Planted 14 12 9 22
Watermeions Planted 92 30 a0 85 2 2 32 45 19
Biugherries 12 39 33 15 1
Cattle 2 8 32 49 9
Pasture ‘ 3 113 |37 |41 8

County Agent Commeants

“Dry weather has allowed farmers to get most of their crops planted. Rice farmers are still having trouble getting
out chemicals to control weeds and grass due & windy conditiens.”

— Don Respess, Bolivar Courty

“Corn, cotton, sogbeans and pastures need rain. Low s0il moisture will begin to show up next week. First bay
cutting yvields were low. Sweet potato transplanting will be two weeks behind schedule.”

— Mike Howell, Calthoun County

“Dryl The growth of perennial summer grasses is delayed due to the lack of soil moisture. Most cotton and corn
fields could use raip. More hay than usuai this time of year has been cut. Zero hay reserves and dry weather
paiterns have led to this rush of hay.”

— Eddie Harris, Humphreys County

“Cotton planting is completed. Most is up and looking very healthy. Some early scason insects are attacking
cotten, but because of good growing conditions, cotton is growing at a rapid rate. Very little treatment has been
recomended for early season insects. Hay being harvested is of very poor quality, Corn is also growing and
tooking really good.” — Otis L. Davis, Madison County

This publication is part of a series that first began in 1872 and contimuously published since. In Mississippi, this report is a result
of the cooperative sfforts of:

U.8. Department of Agriculure Southern Regional 1.8, Departinent of Agriculture
Mississippi Cooperative Climate Center Missizsippi Agricultural
Extension Service Louisiana State University Statistics Service

Hiram D. Palmertree, Director Jay Grymes, Operations Manager Themas L. Gregery, State Statistician



Weather Summ.__s From May 13, l’i‘9.96:t0 Way 19, * /B For Mississippi

Air Temperaturé Pracipitation 4 inch Soil Ave
. , ; Temperature
District/Station A v Pan
Max | Min | Ave |Norm amn PY A Max | Min | Ave | Evap
Days |Weeks
1. Upper Delta
Clarksdate 21 60 71 72 -0 .00 -118 Q 7.36 ¢ BG 76 024
Cleveiand o1 g4 73 .00 2] 6,10
TFunica 1 53 71 70 +1  0.06 -1.23 1 2.83 233 88 74
ExtramalAverage 21 50 72 71 +1 0.02 -1.20 G 5.03 81 80 75 .24
2. Narth-Centraf
Holly Springs 88 B3 59 87 +Z 602 -1.24 1 4.27 &5 50 72 3.23
Memphis 89 153 74 71 +3 003 -0.892 1 £.33
Oxford a1 53 72 68 +4 G000 -1.23 o 3.08
Extreme/Average 91 53 72 69 +3 .02 -1.32 1 4,23 85 80 72 0.23
3. Northeast
Bouneville 88 B2 53 68 + 1 0.0t -1,44 f 4.35
Corinth 82 48 72 70 +2 001 -1.22 i 4.74
fuka 87 48 67 0.60 O 4.99
Porntotoc 8G 53 72 5% +3 0.6 -1.08 o 4.97 42 65 78 023
Tupele aq 55 72 70 +4 0,00 -1.28 O 3.27
Veronz 20 55 71 0.00 o 3.55 88 a]83 71 0.28
Extreme/Average 92 45 71 B89 + 1 G.00 -1.286 o 4.31 {2 [$]¢] 74 0.253
4, Lowst Delta
Belzeni 92 53 74 72 +2 0060 -1.20 O 2.89 84 72 33
Greenwood 1 57 77 72 5 000 -1.07 [+ 4.09
Ralling Fork 8z &7 78 000 -1.33 ¢ 3.83 104 74 80 0.2%
Sionevilte
Yazoo City 20 &8 75 73 +3 000 -1.27 3] 1.96
Extreme/Average 92 53 78 7z +3 000 -1.24 o 3,38 104 72 21 025
5. Ceantrat
Carthage B0 47 72 71 +1 0.00 -1.17 o 2.82
Jackson 20 54 75 72 +4  0.00 -128 o] 2.83
Winona 87 49 68 88 +0 000 -1.21 o] 2.47
ExtremefAverage 20 47 72 e +2 000 -1.22 s} 284
8. East-Cenwral
Brooksville 34 1= 77 .00 -1.20 Q G.BB a0 67 78
Columbus 92 &1 78 0.00 Q .28
State University a2 51 73 72 +2  0.00 -1.3B8 a 0.97 100 87 84
Extremeffiverage 84 51 7B 72 +4 000 -1.28 Q .80 100 67 81
7. Bouthwast .
Lrystat Springs 88 87 73 Q.00 O 3.01 i) 72 77
Natchez - a7 50 78 74 +2 000 -1.09 o] 5.28
Dakley jzied B7 75 0.06 -1.23 a 4.05% g4 87 78
Viekshburg 26 56 74 1.15 1 7.19
ExtremefAverage G0 58 74 74 + 1 0.28 -0.87 0 4.88 a4 67 78
8. South-Central
Coiumbia 80 55 7B 73 +1 000 -t1.22 Qa 3.88
McComb 89 5B 75 72 +Z  0.00 -1.13 Q 1.78
Extreme/Average 2c 1) 75 73 +2 000 -1.18 o] 2.82
9. Southeast
Besumont 22 E2 74 0.00 o 1.8 &8 70 83
Hattiesburg S0 B4 75 73 +2 000 1.1t Q 1.66
Laure}
Meridian S0 BO 76 1 +3 000 -1.20 o] 1.48
MNewton M <o) 73 71 +3 000 -1.01% G 1.61 93 64 78 g.21
Extreme/Average 892 B0 74 72 +2  0.00 -1.11% s} 1.61 Q5 84 81 821
18, Coustal
Bay St {outs 80 59 75 0.06 83 1.77
Bitoxi &7 63 78 0.00 o 4.71
Gulfport 85 60 77 78 +2 Q00 -t1.24 ¢ 4,82
Pasczgoula &4 83 72 75 -3 0.00 -1.3% o] 0.76
Poplarville g1 B7 7b 74 +1 000 -1.10 4] 111 a5 70 g3 Q.28
Extreme/Avearags 81 53 75 74 ab 70 82 028
i R P ) G TR R B

DFN = Departure from Normal.

United States Departurent Of Agricutrs : Mississippi

. N - L - FIAST CLASS
Nal[ﬁnat Agncullurﬂﬁtans:ms Service Agricultoral POSTAGE & FEES PAID
Agricultural Statistician NASE USDA

Post Office Box 980 M Statistics Serviee

Fermit No. G-38




